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Thanksgiving Sermon, 
Preached Oc. 9. 1746. 


| 2 SAM. 22. 48687 
It is God that avengeth me, and bringeth derem the 


people under me, and that bringeth me forth 
from mine enemies: Thou haſt alſo lifted me up 
en high above them that roſe up againſt me: 
Thou haſt delivered me from the violent man. 
Therefore will I give thanks to thee, O Lord, 
among the Heathen, and IT will ſing praiſes unto 
thy Name. He is a tower of ſalvation for his 
king, and ſheweth mercy to his anointed, unto 
David, and to his ſeed for evermore. 


THERE is ſcarcely a Verſe in this whole 
Chapter, but what is applicable to, and 
might be made a proper ſubje& for this day's 
Solemnity. 'The whole of it is a Song of Thanks- 
giving, compoſed by David him ſelf, for the va- 
rious deliverances of his reign, and an univerſal 
ſacceſs over all his enemies, 


+ A This 
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This Prince, from the time of his anointing 
by Samuel to the days of his death, had gone 
through more difficulties and dangers than ever 
befel any of his Succeſſors, but he eſcaped them 
all by means of a particular Providence that 
watched over him ; the conſciouſneſs of which 
put him upon ſuch bold undertakings, ſuch pe- 
rilous enterpriſes : but he trufted in the Lord, and 
be did*degver hiyn. 

In confidence of this Divine protection it was, 
that he entered the liſts with that mighty Cham- 
pion Goliath of Gath, who by his daring inſults, 
had brought a reproach upon Yael in which 
undertaking he came off with victory, and amaz- 
ing ſucceſs. And that ſucceſs being followed by 
many more againſt the Philiſtines, drew upon 
him at length the envy and jealouſy of Saul, who 
for the love the people bore him, and his own 
great exploits, ſought to have ſlain him with his 
own hands. | 

But how miraculouſly almoſt did he eſcape 
the treachery of his Prince? who for the ſervices 
he had done his country, was deſtined to flaugh- 
ter by his Sovereign that ſet him at work. How- 
ever, David did not only eſcape the perſonal at- 
tempts of Saul to take away his life, but eluded 
the vigilance of thoſe meſſengers alſo that were 


ſent 
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ſent upon the ſame errand. Vet ſtill he was per- 
ſecuted by this raſh and ungodly King, till he 
was forced at laſt to take refuge, and conceal 
himſelf in the enemies countries, where how- 
ever he received many freſh tokens of the con- 
tinuance of the Divine Favour, 

And when not long after, by means of Saul's 
death, he was raiſed to fit on the Throne, as God 
had deſigned, and the Prophet Samuel had fore- 
told, his favour with God became {till more viſi- 
ble; in that he was enabled to ſubdue and de- 
ſtroy moſt of the enemies of God's people, in 
many memorable and ſucceſsful battles, during 
the whole courſe of his reign. And no leſs ſuc- 
ceſsful was he in ſuppreſſing thoſe Rebe!lions, and 
inteſtine commotions that were raiſed againſt him 
by the poſterity of Saul, thoſe Pretenders to the 
Crown ; and even by his fon, and others of his 
ſubjects, who ſtrove to wreſt the kingdom from 
his hands, 

In all which deliverances and ſucceſſes, David 
who was a good and pious Prince as well as a 
Man of Valour, did not truſt only in ſteel and 
iron, and the arm of fleſh, but in the living God, 
who raiſed up David his ſervant to be a horn of 
ſalvation for his people, and to deliver Iſrael from 
their enemies that were round about them. This 

A2 Prince's 
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Prince's fortitude and his piety went hand in 
hand, and God approved and loved his Anointed, 
and rewarded his People, for his ſervant David's 
fake, 

Now the reaſon why I have given this ſhort 
account of David's life and proſperous defeat of 
all his enemies, is not for the fake of drawing a 
parallel, or inſiſting upon any correſpondency of 
events ; but only to illuſtrate the Piety of this 
Prince, who did not arrogate to himſelf the 
whole merit of his numerous and great perform- 

ces; but had a conſtant reſpect to God's pro- 
vidence for the ſucceſs of every event, from the 
time he ſlew the Champion of Gath, to that more 
remote part of his reign, when he compoſed this 
Hymn (whereof the text is a part) of praiſe and 
thankſgiving for all his deliverances. 

That we may be excited therefore to imitate 
this Prince's piety and gratitude in a like caſe, it 
is time for us to haſten to the conſideration of 
gur own deliverance from an unnatural Rebellion, 
and a fad train of conſequences which muſt have 
followed from the ſucceſs of it; but which have 
been ſo happily extinguiſhed by the bleſſing of 
God, and the conduct of a magnanimous Prince.— 
To return thanks for which to Almighty God 
4 the end and deſign of this day's Solemnity, 
And 
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And I cannot think of any properer method 
to promote this purpoſe of our meeting than by 
reflecting, 


I. On the Deſigns of our Enemies in ſtirring 
up this unnatural Rebellion: 


II. By pointing out ſome calamitous and ſhock- 
ing conſequences, which, if their deſigns had 


taken effect, in all human probability could not 
have been avoided ; 


III. Laſtly, By ſetting in oppoſition to theſe fad 
Conſequences, the ſure Bleſſings we do {till en- 
Joy, under the mild, juſt, and auſpicious govern- 
ment of his preſent Majeſty : Concluding the ac- 
count of theſe Bleſſings, with that memorable 
Defeat of our rebellious Adverſaries, under the 
conduct of that truly glorious Prince, who, un- 
der God, has been one of the principal means of 
continuing them to us: —And in conſequence of 
that, an exhortation to thanksgiving. 


I. In the firſt place then, let us reflect on the 
Deſigns of our Enemies in ſtirring up this unna- 
tural Rebellion. 

Now though the Plan agreed on by a// that 
were Concerned in this Rebellion was the ſame, 
I mean that of ſetting a Popiſh Pretender on the 
throne ; yet the ſpecial Motives which puſhed the | 
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ſeveral parties forward to embark in this under- 
taking, might be very different, We muſt ob- 
ſerve therefore, that theſe commotions and diſ- 
turbances were begun and fomented by foreign 
Powers. And there is no doubt to be made, but 
that one Deſign which theſe foreign Princes and 
States had in view, between whom and ourſelves 
open acts of hoſtility had been declared, was the 
fame with thoſe which contrary Powers at war 
generally form between themſelves, which is to 
diſtreſs each other by all poſſible means, till the 
points contended for ſhould be ſettled and adjuſt- 
ed by articles of Peace, Theſe, I ſay, are the 
avowed defigns of all contending Parties, and 
therefore have nothing in them that deſerves a 
particular conſideration. 

But we may be aſſured that our ambitious 
neighbours of France, had more particular and 
ſpecial Deſigns, which they always ſecretly en- 
tertain, even in times of peace ; but which they 
might conceive ſome hopes of carrying into exe- 
cution at ſuch a conjuncture as this, when a for- 
midable Rebellion by their means was contriving, 
and even begun at home, at a time when the 
forces of the State were employed in the defence 
of our Allies abroad, Which Deſigns undoubt- 
edly were, that by introducing a Pretender to the 

Throne, in the room of his preſent Majeſty, they 
might 
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might make what terms they pleaſed with him; 
who as he muſt have received the government 
from them, would not be able to maintain him- 
ſelf in it but by their means, and the aſſiſtance 
he muſt expect from that quarter. And then 
the ſame aſſiſtance, which he muſt want to ſup- 
port himſelf in the government, might be artful- 
ly applied by them, to enſlave both King and 
People; whilſt France alone ſhould actually give 
law to both. 

This, to be ſure, was the Grand Project which 
that buſy and enterprizing nation had at heart 
and whether it ſucceeded or not, the experiment 
was worth making, becauſe there were ſome 
other independent deſigns to be ſerved by it, Which 
they could almoſt make ſure of. 

And indeed whoever reflects upon their con- 
duct and management in this whole affair, may 
be inclined to think it probable, that when this 
buſineſs was far enough advanced for them to get 
ſuch lights into it, as might enable them to judge 
of their future ſucceſs or diſappointment; that 
then they did actually drop, or rather ſuſpend for 
a time, their earneſt proſecution of that firſt and 
Grand Deſign of all. And in the mean time, 
were content to reap the benefit of ſome other 
inferior Deſigns, which, in the ſituation of their 

| affairs, 
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8 A Thanksgtving Sermon, 
affairs, were deemed to be conſiderable enough, 
although their views ſhould extend no further. 
Their Miniſters, it is likely, when this affair 
came firſt under conſideration, might have been 
informed, that the Faction againſt the preſent 
reigning Family, though in a manner filent, were 
ſtill in being; and that a latent ſpirit in the na- 


tion would ſoon diſcover itſelf, when once the 


hre was kindled, and a competent force was got 
together. Yet what they did, perhaps, credit 
for a time, the progreſs of this affair might ſhew 
them was not to be depended on, They were 
cautious therefore of embarking too deep in a 
project, which if it did not ſucceed, might end 
not only in their diſappointment as to this parti- 
cular, but in the ruin alſo of ſome other projects, 
which they may have as much at heart as this. 
Thus an attempt to land too many men upon us, 
they knew muſt have weakened them where 
they are, and been a ſtep towards the defeat of 
their more immediate Deſigns. And if their 
Fleet too ſhould (as there was too much reaſon 
to think it might) prove unfortunate, or be quite 
ruined in the attempt, that would have been a 

Blow which they could not eaſily have endured. 
Beſides, they might chink, what is really the 
truth of the caic, that England is not abſolutely, 
by force of Foreign Arms, to have a Sovereign 
impoſed 
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impoſed on her, unleſs there be a ſtrong Party in 
many places of the kingdom, who are ready to 
act in conjunction for promoting the fame ſcheme. 
The contrary to all which appeared, I mean a 
univerſal diſapprobation of what they were doing, 
and a general entrance into ſuch meaſures, as were 
molt likely to bring to nought their Deſigns. And 
the ſuſpicion that a few people may entertain, 
that whatever we might think, our enemies knew 
that thoſe Appearances were very difterent from 
fact, is only a bare conjecture, which is not only 
unſupported by evidence, but (if there were room 
here for ſuch an enquiry) it might be ſhewn to 
be contrary to the deductions of plain common 
ſenſe. But this is not a place to illuſtrate ſo uſe- 
ful a Truth as this; and there are many other 
points of ſingular importance, which for brevity 
fake muſt be omitted ; and might indeed more 
properly be handled (if perchance they ſhould be 
handled) in another ſort of Diſcourſe than this, 
And therefore I ſhall content myſelf with obſery- 
ing, that if thoſe enemies of ours upon the Con- 
tinent, of whom we are ſpeaking, had amongſt 
ourſelves ſome well-wiſhers to the Cauſe that was 
then depending, whom they knew to be ſuch; 
yet if they were not very conſiderable both in In- 
tereſt and in Numbers too, that muſt have diſ- 
couraged them from affording Succours that were 
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large, and diſproportionate. Becauſe they knew 
that too large an army of Foreigners, if they were 
not much overballanced by thoſe of our own 
Countrymen, would become ſuſpected, and ra- 
ther hinder than promote the Project they had in 
view : Since they could not tell, but that there 
might be many men who were no enemies to the 
Pretender, who yet would not, with fo little diſ- 
guiſe, be brought to receive laws from France, 
and knowingly ſubmit themſelves to a foreign 
yoke. The love of Liberty, which Engliſhmen 
diſcover upon all occaſions, muſt diſcourage them 
from ſuch an attempt as this; and though they 
might not deſpair of Cheating us into Slavery, 
yet they knew that we would not run into the 
ſnare with our eyes open. The reaſon therefore, 
we may conclude, of their not ſupporting the 
Pretender's intereſt with larger ſuccours, was not 
owing to timidity, or the little affection they had 
for placing him on the Throne, but to the entire 
improbability of ſucceeding in it ; and becauſe 
they wanted thoſe Forces for compaſſing other 
Deſigns they had greater hopes in. 

This then was the reaſon why they had recon rſe 
to another method; which was only that of keep- 
ing the rebellion alive, by giving the Pretender 
and his Adherents ſome aſſiſtance, and then feed- 
ing and encouraging them with what coſt them 
nothing, 
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nothing, the promiſes of a great deal more. This 
method of dealing they knew could not fail of 
ſerving them another way, which next to the 
Grand Deſign of all was moſt agreeable to their in- 
clinations: and that was, firſt, to lay his Majeſty 
under a ſort of neceſſity of recalling his troops 
from abroad, and then keeping both them and 
our fleets at home, a conſiderable number of 
them at leaſt; they might for a time be almoſt 
rid of one troubleſome Adverſary, who would not 
be in a condition to interrupt them, or to ſtrength- 
en the oppoſition that was making to their ambi- 
tious enterprizes upon the Continent. 

Upon the whole therefore, the deſigns of our 
foreign Enemies ſeem to have been theſe two.— 
Firſt, to give us a Monarch of their own, whom 
they might afterwards rule as they pleaſed —And 
Secondly, if that did not ſucceed, they might then 
keep us employed at home; where we might 
continue to weaken ourſelves, with little or no 
damage done to them. 

Now if what is here ſaid be true; that theſe 
were really the deſigns of our Enemies abroad, 
who were at the bottom of all theſe diſturbances, 
then they could not be in all reſpects the fame 
with thoſe of his Majeſty's own ſubjects, who 
were eaſily drawn in, to act as Rebels in the fame 
cauſe. 

B 2 Theſe 
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Theſe men indeed, the common ſort of them 
I mean, being nothing but a tumultuous crew of 
diſcontented Men, ſeem to have been puſhed for- 
ward in theſe attempts, by little elſe than the hopes 
of Plunder ; which they were ſure, they thought, 
to get a good ſhare of, however things were car- 
ried on, or let who would be uppermoſt. Re- 
ligion, Laws, and Liberty, were what they knew 
little of; and as little care had they what became 
of either : They knew nothing of the Pretender's 
claim, not had it at all at heart. They had no- 
thing to loſe; and they could not tell but that 
there might be ſomething got, by any change of 
affairs. 

Again ; their leaders were, many of them, men 
that had loſt their eſtates, by their own or their 
anceſtors Rebellions : Their minds therefore were 
chiefly bent upon recovering them, as others were 
deſirous of increaſing theirs. And all of them 
would have been glad to ſacrifice the intereit of, 
or even to ruin the nation, for the chance they 
had themſelves of getting by it. Theſe men, as 


well as the common fort, it is likely, did not en- 


ter into the Rebellion out of any affection to the 
Stuart Family; for we know the Scots of old 
have been their greateſt Enemies. It is much more 
probable that as many of them had ſerved abroad, 
they would rather have had the Prench King for 

their 
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their Maſter. And if theſe enterprizes had taken 
effect, it is not impoſſible but ſome ſuch thing as 
this might in due time have been brought about. 
And what cared they if the whole Britiſb Na- 
tion had become a province of France? The merit 
they would have had in the Execution of ſuch a 
project, muſt more than have ſecured them. Add 
to this, that the Scoteb Gentry envy the more 
thriving condition of the Engliſb; and would have 
been glad to ſee them humbled, though they had 
neither got, nor loſt by it. And many of them, 
it is generally ſuppoſed, are heartily weary of the 
Union, and would be glad to be diſunited from 
us at any rate. 

Theſe then ſeem to have been the Deſigns of 
all our enemies, the Rebels, as well as their Al- 
lies, which if they were not exactly the ſame, 
they were all equally pernicious in their conſe- 
quences. For whatever their different reſpective 
views might be, this is certain, that the plan 
agreed on by them all, was that of placing a 
Popiſh Pretender on the throne of theſe king- 
doms: which if it had been executed, muſt at 
once have bereaved us of the exerciſe of a pure 
Religion, and at the ſame time have deprived us 
of all that freedom, and ſecurity in property, 
which is derived from our excellent Conſtitution ; 
and in the room thereof have introduced a blind 

X Superſtition, 
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14 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
Superſtition, as well as abject Slavery.—And the ſe 
are the calamitous and ſhocking conſequences, 
which after having firſt pointed out, I propoſed to 
ſhew in the next branch of this Diſcourſe, muſt 
have been almoſt neceſſarily connected with the 
ſucceſs of their enterprizes. 

And Firſt, We need not be ſollicitous to ex- 
patiate on the comprehenſive nature of theſe 
two evils, Superſtition, and Slavery. It is ſuffi- 
cient to ſay, that ſuperſtition puts out our eyes, 
and renders our underſtandings uſeleſs. When it 
is backed by Power, it takes all methods to ſhut 
out knowledge; and what we cannot but know, 
we dare not own. Where Superſtition reigns, it 
there becomes every Man's duty to make profeſ- 
fion of what he knows to be falſe ; and whenever 
he is called upon, he muſt even ſwear a lye to be 
true. Again, Slavery is an evil in itſelf, which 
we know and feel to be fo, better than by any 
deſcription, For who would not be glad to 
think and do as he pleaſes, when no body elle is 
injured by it? which is the true definition of Li- 
berty. But Slavery is not only an evil in itſelf, 
but is the parent of many evils; nay of all evils, 
which can happen to a man conſidered as in ſo- 
ciety. Whilſt the Bleiſings too of labour and in- 
duſtry, of arts and commerce, are no longer 
Bleſſings; becauſe they may at any time be loſt, 

and 
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and often are loſt at the arbitrary pleaſure of one 
man. We need ſay no more, — only it is pro- 
per to take notice, what a ſure proſpect we muſt 
have had of all theſe calamities, if our Enemies 
had ſucceeded. 

The truth of which aſſertion will beſt appear, 
by conſidering the Education and Principles of 
thoſe, who according to this ſcheme, were to have 
been at the head of our affairs. 

We know then that the Pretender and his Son, 
were both, from their infancy, bred up and 
nouriſhed in the court of Rome; and therefore 
muſt have been thoroughly diſciplined in Popiſh 
Superſtition, and taught to entertain the very 
worſt conceptions, and the harſheſt opinions of 
thoſe who are called Proteſtants. They would 
not fail, to be ſure, to inſti] their choiceſt lectures 
of bigotry into the remains of that family, from 
whom they might one day expect ſuch great at- 


chievements in favour of Popery. Moreover, we 


have all the reaſon in the world to believe that the 
Pretender himſelf, (if indeed he was the ſon of 
the late unhappy King James the Second) muſt 
have bore an almoſt hereditary hatred to the 
maxims of free government ; and the juſt limita- 
tions of this Conſtitution in particular, And then 
the ſame tyrannical notions, under the tutorage of 
Popes and Cardinals, muſt have been confirmed 
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16 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 

to him by all the arguments the wit of man could 
invent: whilſt the manner of His education, and 
that of his Son, hindered them from being better 
informed, and precluded the admiſſion of any 

juſter or more moderate Politicks. 

I)heſe tutors, I ſay, undoubtedly inſtilled ar- 
bitrary Notions, together with a blind and im- 


plicit Faith. For Superſtition and Tyranny agree 


very well together, and are calculated to ſupport 
each other. Thus we are taught by the prin- 
ciples of Tyranny, that when Reaſon is wanting, 
Power may happily ſupply its place ; and it is a 
benefit done to mankind, if they are forced to aſ- 
ſent to what they cannot ſee the reaſon of. And 
on the other hand, Superſtition teaches, that 
what Tyrants do, however unjuſt, is patiently 
to be ſubmitted to, as if God was the author of 
it. And whatever miſchiefs may accrue to man- 
kind from their unrighteous uſurpations, and cruel 
deeds, they are to be looked upon as a viſitation 
from the hand of heaven ; and therefore not to 
be murmured at, but received with thanks- 
giving. | | 

But there are even worſe Doctrines than theſe, 
which are carefully taught by the Jeſuits, and 
other prime Doctors, and Church Politicians of 
the Romi/h Communion, who would perſuade 
their diſciples, (eſpecially ſuch of them as may be 


im 
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in a proper condition to make uſe of their in- 
ſtructions,) that all promiſes and oaths, when 
made to Proteſtants, whom they call Hereticks, 
are void of courſe. And here (if the reverence 
due to a once Crown'd Head would permit) 
one can hardly help obſerving, how readily this 
doctrine was put in practice by an unhappy Mo- 
narch, whom this Pretender claims to be the Son 
of; who without heſitation made to this nation 
the moſt ſolemn promiſes, which he broke through 
with equal readineſs. For, agrecably to this 
Prince's practice, they teach that oaths and pro- 
teſtations may be lawſully uſed, even to Here- 
ticks; becauſe they are pious inventions, and god- 
ly traps, whereby to deceive unwary men for 
their own Salvation, Which Salvation, they 
would perſuade us, 1s not to be obtained without 
a pious belief of what contradicts our reaſon, an 
abſolute ſubmiſſion to an uſurped authority in the 
Church, a giving heed to fables and traditions of 
men, as if they were indeed the oracles of God : 
rather than exercifing ourſelves in things pertain- 


ing to godlineſs, mutual forbearance, and univer- 


fal charity ; which are but ſmall accompliſhments 
with them, when compared to that of reſigning 
our wills and underſtandings to be governed by 
thoſe, who deſire nothing more than to make a 
merchandize of deceiving us. 

+ C Theſe, 
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18 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 

Theſe, it may be ſaid, are ſtrange Doctrines; 
and they really are ſo. Yet we know ſome of 
the worſt of them muſt have been taught, be- 
cauſe they have been really defended, by ſome 
of their ableſt Advocates. We are not to ima- 
gine, however, that the moſt pernicious doctrines 
J have touched on, are thoſe which are preached 
up and inculcated upon every common occaſion, 
No, they are the doctrines of a few prime Mi- 
niſters of antichriſtian Uſurpation, that are not to 
be broached in vulgar Aſſemblies ; and they may 
ſeem to ſleep, when they are not wanted : but 
whenever a proper occaſion invites to put them 
in practice, then they are diligently and warmly 
preached up to thoſe they deſign ſhould be influ- 
enced by them, This we know to be fact; num- 
bers have confeſſed it, and thoſe who deny it, 
are only ſuch as are aſhamed of it, or dare not 
own it. 

I would only aſk therefore, —W hat confidence 
or ſecurity could we have had in a Perſon, whoſe 
mind had been ever poiſoned with ſuch Notions, 
ſuch Doctrines as theſe ? Or rather what certain 
proſpect muſt the ſucceſſion of ſuch a perſon to 
the government of theſe Kingdoms, have given 
us of numberleſs and great calamities. 

For we know that the perſons we are ſpeaking 
of, were educated in the very boſom of the grand 
Decerver 3 
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Decei ver; and therefore muſt have ſucked in the 
very worſt of her Maxims: Maxims, as oppoſite 
to the truth of Chriſtianity, and the free conſti- 
tution of this Government, as light is to dark. 
neſs. 

What ſhall we ſay then? That a Perſon edu- 
cated in ſuch principles of Religion and Govern- 
ment, might nevertheleſs have remained unper- 
ſuaded, and have acted differently from what he 
had been taught, if he had ſucceeded in his at- 
tempt of raviſhing the Crown from him who 
_ rightfully poſſeſſes it? It is true; he might ſo. 
And we may believe it if we pleaſe, that if this 
Diſturber had prevailed, (which could not, to be 
fure, have been, till the nation had firſt been al- 
moſt covered with blood,) he might then have 
renounced all the principles of his youth, the er- 
rors of Popery, the leſſons of arbitrary Power: 
He might in an inſtant have become a ſincere 
convert to the Reformation, according to the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment : He might preſently have 
adored our free Conſtitution, and been abundant- 
ly fatisfied with the reſtraints that are put upon 
Power for the People's ſafety: He might have 
renounced his great Bene factors, who nouriſhed 
him in the days of his youth, together with all 
their inſtructions ; in defiance of all promiſes, all 
obligations of Gratitude : He might have refuſed 
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to hearken to his Allies, by whoſe means he had 
accompliſhed his Uſurpation ; and ſo entirely have 
thrown himſelf upon the affections of the People, 
maintained Religion and the Government as he 
found it; and in the end, we might all have found 
ourſelves quiet Proteſtants, and free Engliſhmen, 
If any one is pleaſed to fay or think all this, I 
verily believe the contrary cannot be demonſtra- 
ted. But who does not ſee, that all the weight 
of probability lies on the other fide? And it re- 
mains only, that there is a bare poſſibility, that 
we might ſtill have kept poſſeſſion of a /o/:d Faith; 
and not exchanged the glorrous poſſeſſion of Liberty, 
for what is properly an abject ſubmiſſion, and a 
ſervile homage : nor yet the protection of good 
Laws, and a well regulated Authority, for the 
wild ravages of lawleſs Power, — What infinite 
reaſon then have we to return thanks to almighty 
God, for delivering us from ſuch imminent 
danger ? 

But this will beſt appear by peruſing the me- 
thod I at firſt propoſed ; which was to compare 
with, and fet in oppoſition to theſe almoſt cer- 
tain and inevitable evils, which muſt have been 
the conſequence of our Enemies ſucceſs, the ſure 
Bleſſings we are ſtill in poſſeſſion of, by means 
of his Majeſty's mild, juſt, and — Go- 
vernment, 


It 
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It has been already obſerved, that as there is 
hardly any evil which we might not juſtly ex- 
pect, if our enemies had ſucceeded ; fo it remains 
to be ſhewed, that by their defeat are ſecured to 
us, the quiet, and we have reaſon to hope, the 
laſting poſſeſſion of all thoſe Benefits, which can 
flow from an equal adminiſtration of one of the 
beſt conſtituted Governments. 

And here it is obvious to obſerve, that if the 
natural, and almoſt neceſſary effect of a Govern- 
ment ſo well conſtituted as ours, be the ſafety 
and happineſs of the People, (an opinion that will 
always be deeply impreſſed on the minds of 
Engliſbmen,) then it muſt follow, that ſuch an 
adminiſtration of the Government in the perſon 
of the King, who preſides over the executive 
part of the Conſtitution, as is agreeable to law, 
and the diſtinct rights and privileges of the re- 
maining branches of the Legiſlative Power ; muſt 
be the very Touch-ſtone of all true Government. 
— The natural effect of which is, and our annals 
will teſtify it, that it yields quietneſs and peace 


at home ; it ſecures our properties from un- 


juſt invaſions; and both theſe together encou- 
rage induſtry, labour, and commerce : and theſe 
again bring back plenty, ſtrength, and ſecurity, 
Again, the ſame adherence to the Conſtitution 
confirms us in the poſſeſſion of that Freedom, 

which 
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22 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 

which keeps up Men's ſpirits, makes them vigorous 
and active, that makes them ſenſible of their hap- 
pineſs, and gives them power to reliſh their en- 
joyments. Moreover, Liberty inſpires men with 
generoſity, with courage, with magnanimity, and 
many virtues, which are not to be found in abject 
Slaves. It is this harmony between the King, 
the Nobility, and the Repreſentatives of the 
People, which makes the counſels and reſolutions 
of the State to be depended on; adds weight to 
foreign Negotiations; and in any difficulty, in- 
Cites the whole body of the People, with their 
purſes, their hands, and their hearts, to join in the 
common defence. It is needleſs to go on — only 
we muſt obſerve, that moſt part of what has 
been ſaid, has been actually exemplified in his 
Majeſty's Government. | 

This wiſe and juſt Prince throughout the whole 
courſe of his Reign, has made the laws of this 
Land, and the limits of the Conſtitution the rule 
of his Government, 

Whoever writes an impartial Hiſtory of this 
Reign, will find himſelf conſtrained to prove the 
truth of the foregoing aſſertion. And in the mean 
time, every one elſe, as far as his knowledge or 
recollection reaches, is pleaſed with knowing it to 
beſo; and for what may have eſcaped his own 
memory and obſervation, he has the ſatisfaction 
of a concurrent teſtimony. 1 
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I am not about to make a panegyrick on his 
Majeſty's Reign : And yet I think I may venture 
to ſay, that it would be but a ſmall compliment 
to this Prince, to ſay that he has invaded no man's 
life or property : notwithſtanding a good Governor 
might ſay, Whoſe Ox have I taken, or whoſe Aſs 
have I taken, or whom have I defrauded ? But in 
this caſe, we need not be careful to mention thoſe 
negative good Qualities, But what I ſhall juſt 
take occaſion to mention is, that a conſtant good 
underſtanding has been kept up between this 
King and his Parliaments. And many gracious 
condeſcenſions on the part of his Majeſty, have 
been made to the Nation and the People's Repre- 
ſentatives, in laying the account of paſt Tranſ- 
actions, and incurred Expences, unreſerved before 
them; in ſuffering them freely to enquire into 
the conduct of Affairs both at home and abroad, 
and to cenſure what they thought amiſs in them; 
in not attempting to ſcreen any Miniſter of State 

from the juſtice of Parliament; in willingly 
permitting his Officers and Servants, either great 
or ſmall, in the Army, the Navy, or the Revenues, 
to be brought to account for any ſuſpected 
miſbehaviour, and' to take their trial in theis 
proper Courts. 

Here then it is that we may diſcern the glory 
and felicity of his Majeſty's Reign, in ſuffering 

juſtice 
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24 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 

juſtice to take place in every inſtance without con- 
troul ; and upon proper occaſions, making the 
People themſelves, by their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, the ſure judges, whether the Aids 
collected for the ſervice of the State, have been 
miſapplied, or made ſubſervient to their appropriate 
Ends, Herein then we are aſſured conſiſts the 
true intereſt of the State, and herein alſo his 
Majeſty has invariably complied with it. 

And therefore we need not be ſollicitous to take 
notice of that martial courage and thoſe warlike abi- 
lities, which are no. obſcure parts of his Majeſty's 
Character neither, becauſe a Man may be a good 
King of England without them. And yet one cannot | 
help obſerving, that when a juſt and wiſe Prince, 
is poſſeſſed of theſe additional good qualities, they ; 
are not to be eſteemed merely ornamental, but { 
rather uſeful; eſpecially in caſes where the danger f 

8 
b 


is very threatning. But they are ſtill more uſeful, 
as it may appear, in the inferior Branches of the 


Royal Blood, who if they happen, (as it is likely a 
they ſhould) to be inſpired with an ambition of ip 
inheriting their Father's Virtues, may become th 
the Nation's bulwarks, and their ſureſt reſources th 
in great and impending dangers. Good Subjects w. 
are often too reſpectful to the ſupreme Head of th, 


a State, and think it not quite good policy, to alſ 
truſt him to be expoſed to promiſcuous and com 
mon 
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mon dangers: but if he has a Son, or a near 
Relation that is qualified, and willing to expoſe 
himſelf in the nation's defence, they will follow 
him with the greateſt alacrity.— And ſome reaſons 
alſo may be given for this, which we otherwiſe 
know to be fact. 

Thus the common People, we cannot but ob- 
ſerve, are glad to find a Perſon of his Extraction 
willing to undergo fatigues, and ſubmit to dangers 
in his Country's cauſe : They conceive that Perſons 
of his grandeur, would not adventure themſelves 
in ſuch perilous enterprizes, from any other motive, 


than that of true Honour, and the love of their 


Country. Beſides, his relation to the Crown 
makes him to be looked upon in the place of their 
Prince, as well as General, and the true Repre- 
ſentative of him whoſe Cauſe they are fighting 


for: And if he condeſcends to viſit the ranks, and 


gives them perſonal leſſons and exhortations to 
bravery ; it is not to be conceived, what ardour 
and reſolution, by this means, the multitude is in- 
ſpired with: And the Officers themſelves alſo have 
this incitement to bravery and good conduct, that 
they are acting under the obſervation of a Perſon, 
who cannot but make a faithful repreſentation of 
their reſpective merits ; whoſe Poſt and Station 
alſo, added to the intereſt which he muſt have 
+ D with 
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26 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
with the Royal Perſon, muſt give him a pleni- 
tude of power to reward their Services. 

The truth of theſe obſervations has been re- 
markably verified, by that late and ever memo- 
rable defeat of a once formidable crew of rebelli- 
ous Subjects, under the conduct of a glorious 
Prince of the Blood : whoſe preſence animated 
the Troops with uncommon ardour to engage an 
Enemy, that had not long before ſtruck a terror 
into our Hoſts : by whoſe means, principally, it 
came to paſs, that we did not only recover back 
the advantages they had gained, but conquered 
and purſued them with ſuch an entire overthrow, 
as made it impracticable for them to reaſſemble 
themſelves in any firm body, fo as to hinder or 
delay the progreſs of our Troops, or ſuſpend for 
any time the ſure proſpect we had of putting an 
end to our Domeſtick Troubles. 

And thus I have brought down the account of 
the Bleſſings of his Majeſty's Government to this 
great event; which has ſecured to us the conti- 


nuance of that happineſs, by an entire overthrow 


of our Enemies, and bringing to nought all their 


ungodly deſigns, - And it is time now to conclude 


with an Exhortation to Thanksgiving. 

Now in order to excite our gratitude and de- 
votion upon this occaſion, I would not, methinks, 
endeayour to magnify this event, as if it could 

not 
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not have been brought about by human means. 
For I believe, as others do, that it was immedi- 
ately owing to the courage and conduct of the Ge- 
neral, and the gallant behaviour of moſt of the 
other inferior Officers, as well as the intrepidity 
and bravery of the common Men. But what I 
eſteem Providential in this affair 1s, that at a time 
ſo critical and important as this, when another 
ſucceſsful engagement on the part of our Enemies 
might have opened a paſſage for doleful conſequen- 
ces; that then we did not want ſuch a General, 
nor Engliſhmen their wonted Courage, which was 
ſo neceſſary at this time to turn the ſcale in favour 
of Liberty and a pure Religion, 

I have not time to enlarge upon the ways of 
God's dealing with Communities and Societies of 
Men : Nevertheleſs (although we do not live in 
an age of miracles) an attentive eye may, perhaps, 
diſcern ſufficient tokens of God's Providence left 
inthe world, to make us believe, that though the 
arm of God is not made bare, ſo as to become 
viſible, as it was of old amongſt the Jews; that 
yet the ſame all- ſeeing Eye and Power works 
(though unſeen) in bringing about the great Events 
of States and Kingdoms ; in defeating the Coun- 
ſels, and bringing to nought the deſigns of wicked 
men. And it often happens, that when their 
unrighteous attempts ſeem moſt likely to proſper, 
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28 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 

then it is that they are brought to confuſion , 
ſo that neither their prudence, their valour, nor 
their confident hopes of ſucceſs, can turn away 
their impending deſtruction. 

A remarkable inſtance of the truth of this, may 
be ſcen in that memorable defeat of our rebellious 
Adverſaries; who, after ſome ſucceſsful engage- 

ments, and a conſiderable progreſs made in their 
attempts, when their affairs ſeemed to proſper, 
our Forces diſheartned, their Numbers increaſed, 
and their hopes arrived to a confident pitch of 
ſucceſs and ſecurity ; then it was that the arm of 
God was made bare againſt them, their knees 
trembled, their boaſted courage forſook them, 
whilſt our thunder made them afraid : They were 
diſmayed, and confounded, whilſt their Enemies 
rode triumphant upon their backs : Our Spears 
pierced them, whilſt their Swords, in which they 
truſted, at length failed them: They were ſcat- 
tered every one of them, whilſt the inſtruments of 
vengeance every where overtook them, Death and 
Deſtruction, Ruin and Slaughter overwhelmed 
them. 

Praiſed ater be God, who hath delivered us 
from the hand of our Enemies, and from the band 
of all that hate us; who hath made our Enemies to 
turn their backs upon us, and bath deſtroyed them 
that hate us. Thou haſt delivered us from the peril 
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of the Sword ; Thou haſt raiſed up for us a Horn 
of Salvation, in the houſe of thine anointed So- 
vereign, whom thou haſt ſet over us: By means 
of whoſe perſonal courage and conduct it is, that 
Thou haſt lifted us up on high above thoſe that roſe 
up againſt us, that thou haſt delivered us from the 
violent Man. Therefore will we give thanks to 
thee, O Lord, among the heathen, and will Jing 
praiſes unto thy name. He is a tower of ſalvation 
for his King, and ſheweth mercy unto GEORGE, 
our moſt gracious Sovereign, and to his Seed for 
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